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1. After the events of 17 June 1953. it was anncurced, among other thinge, that the partiec
5?7 East Cermany should hold regulsr "Democretic Bloe" wmeetings. Thies had initially
bheen requested by the NDP, ihe CDU and the LDP. The SED agreed unconciticpally to the
reeastablishment of the long suspenied Bloc sactivity, although this hed not been zon-
aidered under the New Course.

2. A meeting of the "Demcorati Bloe" ou the party sxecutive committee level vasé beld at the |

baginning of September. At this neecting statutes for the futura work of the “Democratic ;

- Boc® wera formulated. Basicelly it was propesed that the "Democratic Hloe" do the i
preparatory work on legisla=ion, . and eriticize government measures =nd cevelopmenty |
®»o that upanimity would prevail as the prirciple of political setivisy. 1t wae further
agreed that the "Democratic Bloe® should meet at ieast once & month end s rotating
chairmen would propose the ucpics tor discusaicn as desired by the various members of ibe
*Wiae® ., It vas also agreed that the "Demncratic Bloc®™ would Ue reactiveted on sub-

. vrdinate governmentel leveli.-Bezirk and Krels--for monthly meetiags.

3. In practice the "Democretic Bloe® has met on the highest level cnly once siuce inen.~
juring the esrly part of Ocucber. Wermsnn Matern, e member of the SED Politturo. ected
a8 chairman., He rejected a.l the digcussion tcpice which bad been submittel by she other
parties {the SED did not subeit sany: with the remark that all thess topics were being
discussed by the East German cabinec and that it would be inexpedient to discues them &8
iong as the cabinet had not resched any conclurion regarding them. Materr aisc remarked
+hat, the experiences of the wee!s after 17 June, during which time suggestiong znd plans
ware formuwlated by all parties, had shown that many projecte had been publicizee which
indicated that responsible thovght in relation to & sensible and poasible zconomic and
sscurity policy for East Germauy was .(lecking. It ves high time, Matern stated; thatl
this. "project-making” came ¢ a stop. ‘

i, MHatern propossd agendag for the future meetinge of the "Democratic Bloc™ woich were
songirtent vith East German povermment policy. The "Democratic Bloc" souli nct becoms
an erens, where certain pervy groups which feit tiet the; tad not received sufficlent
congideration could put on & shov. For this reason he stated he was against the Im-
n=digte resctivation of the "Democrati: Hloce™ on lower levels. The individual parties
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must first give basic imstructions to their functlonaries, so that the "Democratic

Bloeh, would not become an institution which would indicate to political enemies out-

side of East Germany the poor status of the country.

The CDU, the LDP and the NDP bad gutmitted suggestions and plans for discuesion at
lower level 'Democtratic ‘Bloe® wmeetings which could not have bgen discussed during the

past three years.

A coumittee composed of three members from the executive commlttees of the COU, the
LDP* and the NDF is to be formed which will meet with the CED and Semenov with the ob=
Ject of motivating Soviet intervention to force the yuickest possible reactivation of
the "Democratic Bioe®.,
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